
 
Bharat Ratna 2014
27 & 30 March 2015

President Pranab Mukherjee on 30 March 2015 
conferred Bharat Ratna, country’s highest civilian 
award, on acclaimed 

educationist and freedom 
fighter Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malviya. On 27 March 
2015, former Prime Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee was 
also conferred the honour. 

World Number One : Saina Nehwal
28 March 2015

Saina Nehwal became the first 
woman badminton player from 
India to be ranked number one 

in the world. She is the second 
Indian player to achieve this feat, 
after Prakash Padukone. 

AWARD

ACHIEVEMENT

Braille Printer
12 years old Shubham Banerjee has invented a Braille 
printer that costs about $1,650, which he named Braigo 
(Braille + Lego). Shubham printer turns letters into Braille 
dots. This is known as Braille embossing.

INVENTION

General Knowledge Times
UPDATE

     I  Issue :  April 2015                                             www.goyalsgktimes.com                                             info@goyal-books.com

Shashi Kapoor selected for the  
Dadasaheb Phalke Award 2014
23 March 2015 

The Union 
G o v e r n m e n t 
a n n o u n c e d 

that Shashi Kapoor 
is selected for the 
prestigious Dadasaheb 
Phalke Award for the 
year 2014. The 77 
years old actor is 
the 46th Dada Saheb 
Phalke Award winner.

AWARD

CURRENT AFFAIRS  : INDIA AND THE WORLD
NATURE CONSERVATION

Tiger population rising
20 January 2015

Tiger population is rising in India. It is 
estimated that there were 2,226 in 2014 
according to a new report. Its population was 

decreasing rapidly that compelled the government 
to form a Tiger Task Force and tighten protection 
measures.

A Machine that Turns Human Poo into Drinking Water
15 January 2015 

Omniprocessor is a machine which can turn poo into water, 
it produces extra electricity too.
There are 2.5 billion people around the world who do 

not have fresh water. Many lives are in danger in developing 
countries because people do not have clean water to drink nor 
toilets to use. In the picture Bill Gates is drinking the water 
which, just minutes before, was poo. 

WATER CONSERVATION

Saina, Srikant won India Open Super Series 
Badminton Women’s & Men’s Singles Titles
29 March 2015
Indian shuttlers, Saina Nehwal and Kidambi Srikanth won 
the women’s and men’s singles titles of the India Open Super 
Series badminton tournament.
Saina defeated former world champion Ratchanok Intanon of 
Thailand 21-16, 21-14.
Srikanth defeated sixth seed Viktor Axelsen of Denmark 18-21, 
21-13, 21-12. It 
is second Super 
Series title of 
his career.
This was their 
maiden women 
and men’s 
singles titles at 
the India Open 
Super Series 
b a d m i n t o n 
tournament.

Researchers from Australia unveiled 
World’s First 3D Printed Jet Engine
26 February 2015
Australian researchers unveiled the world’s first 3D-printed jet 
engine. This is the first of its kind 3D printed engine.
It was developed by a team of 
researchers from Monash Centre 
for Additive Manufacturing 
of Monash University. These 
printed engines will flight tested 
within the next 12 months and 
will be certified for commercial 
use within the next two to three 
years. 

CHAMPIONS

TECHNOLOGY

CRICKET
New Cricket World Cup Champion : 
Australia
29 March 2015

Au s t r a l i a 
defeated New 
Zealand in the 

final match of Cricket 
World Cup 2015, 
played in Melbourne 
Cricket Ground 
(MCG). Australia has 
won the World Cup a record five times in total : 
1987, 1999, 2003, 2007 and 2015. 

Indigenously-built Light Combat Aircraft 
Tejas handed over to IAF
17 January 2015 
The first of the indigenously-built Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) 
Tejas Series 
P r o d u c t i o n - 1 
(SP1) was handed 
over to the Indian 
Air Force (IAF) by 
Defence Minister 
Manohar Parrikar. 

MILITARY
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Doctors successfully performed the First  
Organ Transplant on a Newborn Baby in Britain
21 January 2015

Doctors successfully performed the first organ transplant on a 
newborn baby in Britain. The donor was a six days old girl 
who was delivered by an emergency caesarean at Hammersmith 

Hospital in West London.
The kidneys and liver cells of newborn were given to two separate 
recipients after her heart stopped beating.
When it became clear she was not going to survive, her parents gave 
consent for her kidneys and liver cells to be used for the benefit of 
two other patients.

MEDICAL SCIENCE

Year 2014 ranked as Earth’s  
Hottest Year since 1880
16 January 2015
The year 2014 was ranked as the Earth’s hottest year since 
1880 as per the two separate analyses done by National 
Aeronautics and Space Adminis t ra t ion 
(NASA) scientists and National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration ( N O A A ) 
scientists. 

EARTH

SPACE Pink Autos to Ensure Safe  
Travel for Women
20 January 2015 

Gurgaon police has launched the pink auto 
service specifically meant for women. All 
these pink autos are installed with panic 

buttons along with the light and sound buttons.  

SOCIETY

South Africa’s AB de Villiers hit 
Fastest Century in ODIs
18 January 2015
South Africa’s cricketer AB de Villiers hit the fastest 
century in the One-Day International (ODI) cricket. The 
30 years old South African captain scored the century 
in just 31 balls.
He achieved the feat in the second ODI match of 
the 5-match ODI series played at the Wanderers in 
Johannesburg against West Indies.

SPORTS

New Earthlike Planets
9 January 2015
A team of astronomers has discovered eight planets beyond 
our solar system. The scientists say three or four of those 
planets orbit in their stars’ “Goldilocks Zone”— the region 
where temperatures are not too hot and not too cold for 
water to exist in liquid form like water. 

Three Fish Species Face Extinction 

Three fish species are at the risk of extinction due to 
overfishing. In a recent report of the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Pacific 

Bluefin Tuna, American Eel and Chinese Pufferfish are 
the species which are at risk.

ENVIRONMENT CONCERN

AWARD

World’s Smallest Goanna Lizard Species 
Discovered 
30 December 2014

World’s smallest goanna lizard species was discovered in 
Australia. The new species has been named Dampier 
Peninsula Goanna while its scientific name is Varanus 

Sparnus. The new species has a maximum known size of only 
23 cm and it weighs just 16 grams.

DISCOVERY Critically Endangered Forest 
Owlet sighted 
15 January 2015
Critically endangered Forest Owlet (Athene 
Blewitti) was sighted in Betul district of Madhya 
Pradesh. The bird was traced in a new location 
by a Pune-based conservation society in second 
week of January 2015.

Lata Mangeshkar won the Laadli 
Voice of the Century award
20 March 2015

Legendary Singer Lata Mangeshkar was 
presented with the Laadli Voice of the 
Century award. She was awarded the sixth 

edition of the National Media and Advertising 
Awards for Gender Sensitivity held at Mumbai, 
Maharashtra.

NATURE

For the First Time an All-Women Contingent 
marches on 66th Republic Day Parade
26 January 2015
For the first time in the history of India’s Republic Day, 
an all-women contingent from the three forces – Army, Air 
Force and Navy – marched down in the parade.
Army contingent was led by Capt. Divya Ajith. Navy 
contingent was led by Lt. Commander Sandhya Chauhan. 
Air Force contingent was led by Squadron Leader Sneha 
Shekhawat.

INDIAN PRIDE
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Late Harappan Period House  
Discovered 
31 December 2014

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has 
discovered a house belonging to late Harappan 
period (1900 – 1800 BC). The remnant of the 

house was discovered during the excavations carried out 
at Chandyan village in Baghpat, Uttar Pradesh.

Idukki in Kerala became First District of India to 
have Complete Rural Broadband Coverage
 12 January 2015

Union Ministry for Communications and Information Technology linked Idukki district in Kerala to the National 
Optic Fiber Network 
(NOFN). The district 

was linked to the NOFN as part 
of the Digital India project of 
the Union Government.
The district was commissioned 
with the first high speed rural 
broadband of India. Idukki 
district became the first district 
of India to have complete rural 
broadband coverage.

Ministry of Railways inaugurated  
India’s First CNG Powered Train
13 January 2015

Union Minister for Railways Suresh Prabhu 
inaugurated India’s first compressed natural gas 
(CNG)-powered train on the Rewari–Rohtak link 

of Northern Zone. 

HISTORY

HEALTH

RECORD

PM launched National Programme 
for LED-based Home 
and Street Lighting
5  January 2015
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
launched a National Programme 
for LED-based Home and Street 
Lighting in New Delhi to reduce 
energy consumption.

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojna 
made it to Guinness World Records
20 January 2015

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojna (PMJDY) made it 
to Guinness Book of 
World Records.

Indian Banks opened 11.50 
crore accounts under the 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan 
Yojana in a short span of 
five months. The feat was 
commended by the Guinness 
Book of World Records.

TECHNOLOGY

Periyar Tiger Reserve won NTCA 
Biennial Award
20 January 2015 
The Periyar Tiger Reserve has won the National Tiger 
Conservation Authority (NTCA) biennial award. It was 
awarded for encouraging local public participation in 
managing the reserve. 

AWARD

Pankaj Advani won National Billiards 
Title for Seventh Time
17 January 2015
Cueist Pankaj Advani won the National Billiards 
Championship at the Bengal Rowing Club in Kolkata. He 
defeated Dhruv Sitwala 5-0.

Jimjang Deru Created National Record 
in Weightlifting in 56-kg Category
17 January 2015
Weightlifter Jimjang 
Deru of Arunachal 
Pradesh created national 
record in weightlifting 
by lifting 238 kilograms 
under the 56 kilograms 
category. He created the 
record at the 10th Youth 
National Weightlifting 
Championship held in 
Yamuna Nagar, Haryana.
He lifted 103 kilograms 
in Snatch and 135 
kilograms in Clean & 
Jerk to clinch the Gold.

SPORTS 

SPORTS 

World Sparrow Day observed with 
the theme – I Love Sparrows
20 March 2015
The World Sparrow Day was observed globally on 20 
March 2015 with the theme – I Love Sparrows. The 
theme has been inspired by the hope that more and more 
of us will celebrate the relationship between People and 
Sparrows.
The day is observed in almost 50 nations and involves 
leading ornithology institutions and bird organisations.

Assamese Dictionary for Science 
and Technology Terms released
26 February 2015
The first dictionary in Assamese language for 
Science and Technology terms was released by 
Dibrugarh University Vice Chancellor Dr Alok 
Kumar Buragohain on 26 February 2015.
This Assamese dictionary with over 40,000 words 
was released with an aim to benefit a large number 
of students and to make scientific terminology 
simple and easily understandable by the people 
and particularly by students.

CONSERVATION

Major Mukund Varadarajan and Naik Neeraj 
Kumar Singh awarded Ashok Chakra  
Posthumously
26 January 2015
Two army 
p e r s o n n e l , 
Major Mukund 
Varadarajan and 
Naik Neeraj 
Kumar Singh 
were awarded the 
highest peacetime 
military honour, 
the Ashok Chakra 
posthumously by 
President Pranab 
Mukherjee.
The awards were 
received by their 
wives at the 66th 
Republic Day 
celebrations.

PRIDE OF INDIA

 TECHNOLOGY

EDUCATION
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Think and Answer – Money Value Quiz
1. When a salesman gives you too much change after shopping, you 
 a. pocket the change.     
 b. point out the error and return the excess. 
 c. donate the excess to charity.   

2. When a neighbour gets a new car, you
 a. think it should have been you who deserved it rather than  

your neighbour.     
 b. think it is great that your neighbour was able to buy it, and  

wish him/her well.     
 c. don’t think about it.     

3. You read in a newspaper about young kids shoplifting things from a mall, 
you think

 a. it is only a passing phase and they will grow out of it. 
 b. it is terrible and they should be punished.   
 c. it is too bad they got caught.      

4.  If you came to know that a huge teddy bear’s price has fallen down, 
 a. you would ask your parents to buy it for you, though you don’t need it. 
 b. if your parents are not ready to buy it for you, you would ask your  

friends to lend some money to you.      
 c. don’t do anything because you need your money for other things.  

5.  You use your father’s credit card and want to purchase something very 
expensive that he could pay for, even then you,

 a. continue to shop and don’t care about the bill.   
 b. throw away the card in anger as your father would not  

allow you to use it beyond a certain limit.     
 c. would use it only where you find it necessary and  

inform it to your father.       

6.  A portion of your town is damaged in a flood. Fortunately your house is okay, 
so you

 a. are glad you have been spared and thank God.     
 b. donate your time and money to helping your neighbours.   
 c. ask your parents to get the house insured.     

7.  You broke a window pane of your neighbour and had to pay for the repair. 
    a.  It hurt you and you decided to break it again on some other day.  
    b. You find it a lesson to learn from your mistakes.    
    c.  You would ask your friend to break the window pane again  

   sometimes during the night.        

8.  You want a game console, so you 
 a.  ask your parents to buy it on credit and don’t worry  

about how they will pay for it later.    
 b.  save money for it.        
 c.  ask your parents to use the money which they have  

saved to pay your school fee.      

If you are fit, your body works well. You feel good and can do all the things you 
want to do, like run around with your friends.
If you eat different foods, you are more likely to get the nutrients your body 

needs. Taste new foods and old ones you have not tried for a while. Some foods, 
such as green vegetables, are very important for your growing body.

FOR 
CHILDREN

AGE GROUP 
10+

HEALTHY BODY ART & CRAFT ZONE

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT – LIFE SKILLS  

Take a well-blown balloon. 
Cover it with glue. Paste 

strips of a newspaper on the 
balloon to form the base. 

Let it dry. Then give another 
coat of glue over it.

Now take a yellow coloured 
glazed paper and cut small 

pieces out of it in the 
semi-circle shape.

Paste these cut pieces on the 
balloon till they cover the 

entire balloon.

Children! This is your corner. You can send drawings you make in your school or 
home. We will print them here with your name, address, class and school’s name. Don’t 
forget to write all these details behind your drawings in CAPITAL LETTERS.

Here are some sample pictures which we have gathered from the children like you.

In this activity we will make a paper chick. It is easy. 
Let’s try.

Finally, decorate it with eyes, beak and feet. See, a 
great paper chick is ready.

materials
you need

	Glazed Paper (Yellow)
	Pastel Card (Orange)

Our address is :
Goyal Brothers Prakashan
D-231, Sector-63, NOIDA-201301 (UP)    Phone : 0120-3830000
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