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APPOINTMENTS
CORONATION OF RAMA X OF THAILAND
5 May, 2019
• Thailand officially
crowned its new King
Maha Vajiralongkorn
with ‘Great Crown of
Victory’ (one of five
Royal Regalia i.e.
symbols of kingship).
• This coronation ceremony marks first ascension
of a new monarch in past seven decades.
• He became crown prince and official heir to
throne in 1972.

NEW PRESIDENT OF PANAMA
7 May, 2019
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• She will be eligible to take
charge in international games
with immediate effect.
• Lakshmi, (now aged 51) was
first appointed as a match
referee in domestic women’s
cricket in 2008-09.
• As a referee she has overseen three women’s
ODI matches and three women’s T20I matches.

RETIRED SC JUDGE IS NEW FIJI JUDGE
16 May, 2019
• The Retired judge of Indian Supreme Court Justice
Madan B Lokur has been appointed to the Supreme
Court of Fiji.
• Justice Lokur is
appointed as a
judge of Supreme
Court of Fiji’s nonresident panel. He
will assume charge
of his new role on 15 August 2019.

• Panama’s Electoral
Court declared the
centre-left candidate
Laurentino Cortizo
AWARDS
as winner of Panama’s
presidential election.
ISRAEL HONOURS 1971 WAR HERO
• He has earlier served as country’s minister
of agriculture and also held roles at regional 1 May, 2019
• Israel honoured 1971
Organisation of American States, and worked in
war (Bangladesh’s
construction and livestock sectors.
Liberation War) hero
FIRST WOMAN IN ICC INTERNATIONAL PANEL OF
Lt. Gen. (retd) Jack
Farj Rafael (JFR)
MATCH REFEREE
Jacob with a plaque
15 May, 2019
on Wall of Honour
• India’s G.S. Lakshmi ha becomes first woman
at the Ammunition Hill, Israel.
to be appointed to International Cricket
• He was one of the most prominent members of
Council’s (ICC) International Panel of Match
India’s relatively small Jewish community, who
Referee.
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served as a Lieutenant General in Indian Army
and as the chief of staff of Indian Army’s Eastern
Command.
• He died in 2016 at the age of 92.

FRANCE’S HIGHEST CIVILIAN HONOUR
FOR EX-ISRO CHAIRMAN
3 May, 2019
• On 2 May 2019 former Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) chairman A S Kiran
Kumar was awarded France’s highest civilian
honour ‘Chevalier de
l’Ordre national de la
Legion d’Honneur’ (or
National Order of the
Legion of Honour) by
France’s Ambassador
to India Alexandre
Ziegler on behalf of French President
• He was awarded for his invaluable contribution in
fostering historic and ambitious space cooperation
between India and France.

MICROSOFT’S IMAGINE CUP WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL
8 May, 2019
• The ‘Team Caeli’ from
India comprising of
three Indian students
namely Bharat Sundal,
Aakash Bhadana and
Vasu Kaushik emerged
as First Runner-up
(second position) in Microsoft’s Imagine Cup
World Championship final held in Seattle, US.
• The trio won for developing “Caeli”, which is
world’s first smart automated anti-pollution and
drug delivery mask.
• For this innovation team has earlier won first
position in Asia Regional Final contest held in
Sydney in February 2019.

SHYAM SARAN AWARDED JAPANESE HONOUR
22 May, 2019
• Former Indian Foreign
Secretary
Shyam
Saran is selected for
Japan’s Second Highest
National Award called
‘The Order of the
Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star’.
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• He will be conferred for his contributions in
strengthening strategic ties and enhancing mutual
understanding between India and Japan.
• The Order of the Rising Sun is the Japanese
government’s Second Highest National Honour. It
was established by Japanese Emperor Meiji in 1875.

MAN BOOKER PRIZE 2019
23 May, 2019
• Jokha Alharthi, an author from Oman won the
prestigious Man Booker International Prize for
her Arabic novel
“Celestial Bodies”.
• It is a story of three
sisters of a desert
country confronting
its slave-owning past
and complex modern
world.
• She became the first Arabic language writer to
win this award.

DR LEE JONG-WOOK MEMORIAL PRIZE FOR PUBLIC
HEALTH. 2019
28 May, 2019
• Professor Balram
Bhargava, Director
General of Indian
Council of Medical
Research (ICMR)
jointly won the
2019 Dr Lee Jongwook
Memorial
Prize for Public Health at the 72nd World
Health Assembly in Geneva, Switzerland.
• He won the award for his achievements as an
innovator, clinician, researcher and trainer.
• Prize aims to reward work the done that has
extended far beyond the call of normal duties.
It is not intended as a reward for excellent
performance of duties normally expected of
an official position of a governmental or
intergovernmental institution.

DEATHS
PIONEER LAWYER PASSES AWAY
9 May, 2019
• Dr. NR Madhava Menon an educationist, scholar
and pioneer of Indian legal education, died in
Thiruvananthapuram at 84 years of age.

• He is considered as ‘Father of Modern Legal
Education’, for changing the face of Indian legal
education.

ENVIRONMENT
LAST CAPTIVE WHITE TIGER DIES
5 May, 2019

• He is pioneer in establishment of National
Law Schools in India.
• He also conceptualized of five year integrated
LLB (or Bachelor of Legislative Law) course,
in place of earlier 3-year course.

THOPIL MOHAMMED MEERAN PASSES AWAY
11 May, 2019

• The last captive white tiger named Bajirao died
recently at Sanjay
Gandhi National
Park, in Borivali
(Mumbai suburb).
He was born at
national park in
2001 and named
Bajirao.
• He suffered from chronic ankyloses (fusion of
bones leads to abnormal stiffening and immobility
of joint) on left shoulder and chronic senile
generalised arthritis from past four years.

• Well-known Tamil writer and Sahitya Akademi
awardee Thopil Mohammed Meeran passed away GRIZZLED GIANT SQUIRREL NESTS FOUND
at the age of 74.
7 May, 2019
• He won the prestigious Sahitya Akademi Award
• For the first time
in 1997, for his novel Saaivu Naarkkaali (The
more than 300 nests
Reclining Chair), released in 1995).
of Grizzled Giant
Squirrel were sighted
• Due to his mastery over both Malayalam and
by researchers at
Tamil, he could use both languages in his novels
Pakkamalai Reserve
effortlessly.
Forests near Gingee
(in Eastern Ghats).
I.M.PEI DIES AT THE AGE OF 102
• It is threatened by habitat loss, poaching and is
18 May, 2019
also in high demand in pet trade.
• Ieoh Ming Pei, the Chinese-US architect who
• In India it is found in patches of riparian forest
created a distinct brand of modern building design
along Kaveri River and in hill forests of southern
with his sharp lines and exquisite structures, has
states – Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala.
died at age of 102 years.

• His renowned works includes: The trapezoidal
KERALA’S STATE AMPHIBIAN
addition to National
7 May, 2019
Gallery of Art in
Washington, D.C.;
• Purple frog could be soon
The chiseled towers
designated as Kerala’s
of National Center
state amphibian. The
of
Atmospheric
proposal for this is being
Research that blend
mooted by Kerela’s
in with reddish
leading Herpetologists
mountains in Boulder, Colorado; The multi(a specialist in study of reptiles and amphibians).
shaped Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, that is
• The odd-looking species is endemic to Western
on shore of Lake Erie in downtown Cleveland,
Ghats.
Ohio shows he captured the spirit of rebellion.
• Its body appears sturdy and swollen. It is relatively
• He revived The Louvre with a Giant Glass
round in shape as compared to other flattened
(about 22-metre) pyramid in Paris.
frogs. Compared to other frogs it has a small
• He even designed the Museum of Islamic. Art
head and an unusual pointed snout (muzzle). In
in Doha, Qatar, which opened in 2008.
most cases adults are dark purplish-grey in color.
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NEW SPECIES OF PIT VIPER
11 May, 2019
• A team of herpetologists
have discovered a more
advanced new species of
reddish-brown pit viper
from Arunachal Pradesh.
• This discovery of new
species makes Arunachal
Pradesh the only Indian state to have a pit viper
named after it.
• The viper discovered is never described before
therefore this single known specimen of this
species makes it currently the rarest pit viper in
the world.

ORCHID DISCOVERED IN ASSAM
14 May, 2019

INDIA LOSES ITS ONLY ORANGUTAN
31 May, 2019
• India lost its only orangutan named Binny when
it died at the age of 41 in Nandankanan Zoological
Park in Bhubaneswar, Odisha.

• The lone female orangutan Binny, was brought
to Nandankanan Zoo from Pune’s Rajiv Gandhi
Zoological Park on 20 November 2003, when
she was 25 years old.
• ‘Binny’ died due to age-related complications and
also suffered from respiratory tract infection.

IMPORTANT DAYS

• Lecanorchis taiwaniana (the parasitic bloom),
a type of orchid was accidentally discovered in INTERNATIONAL JAZZ DAY
Assam.
1 May, 2019
• It was discovered by Assam’s forest officer named
• The International Jazz Day was globally observed
Jatindra Sarma. He
on April 30. The 2019 edition was launched
is also the Member
in Australia and
Secretary of State
was celebrated in
Medicinal Plants
more than 190
Board.
countries.
• It is India’s one of
• It is celebrated
smallest botanically
worldwide on
recorded orchids in terms of size and duration of
April 30 every
bloom.
year to recognize
• The discovery of Lecanorchis taiwaniana adds to
jazz and diplomatic role it plays in uniting people.
the orchid wealth of northeast India (NEI). India
• It is observed so that worldwide communities,
has about 1,300 species of orchids out of which
artists, schools, academics, historians and jazz
800 are found in NEI, about 300 species are
enthusiasts come together and celebrate jazz’s
found in Western Ghats and 200 in northwestern
roots, history, future and how it brings people
Himalayas.
together.

NEW WASP SPECIES IN GOA
23 May, 2019

WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY
• Scientists have recently identified a new species 3 May, 2019
of wasp from the genus Kudakrumia in Goa.
• It was collected
from Western Ghats
forest from Cotigao
Wildlife sanctuary
(located in South
Goa district).
• The wasp is now named Kudakrumia rangnekari
after Parag Rangnekar, a Goa-based researcher.
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• The World Press Freedom Day 2019 is being
jointly organized by UNESCO, African Union
Commission and
Government of
Ethiopia.
• It is observed to
raise awareness
about importance
of freedom of press and freedom of expression

as fundamental human rights. WPFD reminds
governments of their obligation to respect and
uphold right to freedom of expression defined
under Article 19 of Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, 1948.

WORLD TUNA DAY
3 May, 2019

founder of Red Cross and International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC).
• It is celebrated by Red Cross Organisation’s
present all over world by helping people with
independence, humanity, impartiality, universality,
unity and neutrality (these are also fundamental
principles of organization).

WORLD MIGRATORY BIRDS DAY

• World Tuna Day was
11 May, 2019
observed on 2 May to
raise awareness about
• The World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) 2019
importance of tuna
was observed on 11 May 2019.
and to promote more
sustainable fishing
practices across the
world.
• Tuna Day seeks to stress importance of stable
and healthy tuna population. It also aims to create
awareness about possible impact of drastically
declining tuna stocks and to highlight economic
• Every year people across the globe take action
and social benefits of establishing more sustainable
and organize public events like bird festivals,
fishing practice.
exhibitions, education programmes, and birdwatching excursions to celebrate WMBD.
WORLD THALASSEMIA DAY
• It helps to raise global awareness about threats
8 May, 2019
faced by migratory birds, their ecological
importance, and need for international cooperation
• Every year 8 May is observed as ‘World
to conserve them.
Thalassemia Day’ globally. The theme for 2019
was “Universal access to quality thalassemia
healthcare service: Building bridges with and NATIONAL TECHNOLOGY DAY
for patient”.
12 May, 2019

• Its aim is to raise awareness about thalassemia
(a genetic disease), its prevention and measures to
avoid its transmission among people throughout
the world.

WORLD RED CROSS DAY
9 May, 2019

• National Technology
Day was observed on
May 11 across India.
• The
day
marks
the anniversary of
Pokhran Nuclear Tests
(Operation Shakti) of
1998 and also India’s
progress in field of science and technology.
• The National Technology Day was coined by
late Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee as
11 May act as a reminder of India’s technological
advancement.

• The World Red Cross
INTERNATIONAL NURSE’S DAY
Day, also known as
World Red Cross or
13 May, 2019
Red Crescent Day, is
• International Nurses Day was observed globally
annually observed on
on 12 May 2019.
May 8.
• It is celebrated every year on birth anniversary of
• It is celebrated to commemorate birth anniversary
Florence Nightingale, the foundational philosopher
of Henri Dunant (born on 8 May 1828), the
of modern nursing.
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• The first proposal for
Nurses Day was made
in 1953, by an officer
with US Department
of Health, Education
and Welfare Dorothy
Sutherland and first
proclaimed by President
Dwight D Eisenhower.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FAMILIES
15 May, 2019

• The theme for WMD 2019 was “The International
System of Units – Fundamentally better.”
• The year 2019 marks the 50th anniversary of
WTISD.
• The day marks the establishment of International
Telecommunication Union (ITU) and also the
signing of the first International Telegraph
Convention in Paris.

• The annual observance of International Day of
Families reflects the importance international
community acknowledges and attaches to families
and roles played by
WORLD METROLOGY DAY
them in development.
20 May, 2019
• In many countries,
• The World Metrology Day is observed every year
this day serves as an
on 20 May, which commemorates anniversary of
opportunity to highlight
signing of Metre Convention in 1875.
various areas of interest
and importance to
families.
• It seeks to promote awareness of issues relating
to families and also aims to increase knowledge
of demographic, economic and social processes
affecting them.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF LIGHT
17 May, 2019
• The International Day of Light
(IDL) was observed on May 16
by UNESCO.
• The year 2019 marks the
global celebration of Second
International Day of Light after
its inauguration in 2018.
• The day marks the anniversary of first successful
operation of laser by engineer and physicist
Theodore Maiman on 16 May 1960.
• It is an annual, global initiative which provides
a focal point for continued appreciation of
light.

WORLD TELECOMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION
SOCIETY DAY
18 May, 2019
• On 17 May, World Telecommunication and
Information Society Day (WTISD) was celebrated
throughout the world.
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• The Metre Convention: also called ‘Treaty of the
Metre’ provides the basis for a global coherent
measurement system which encourages scientific
discovery and innovation, international trade,
industrial manufacturing and also improvement
of quality of life and protection of global
environment.

WORLD DAY FOR CULTURAL DIVERSITY FOR DIALOGUE
AND DEVELOPMENT
21 May, 2019
• On 21 May, the
World Day for
Cultural Diversity
for Dialogue and
Development was
celebrated.

• The year 2019 has been declared ‘International
INTERNATIONAL EVEREST DAY
Year of Indigenous Languages’’ by the UN General
29 May, 2019
Assembly.
• The International Everest Day is observed every
WORLD BEE DAY
year on 29 May.
• The day is celebrated with processions, memorial
21 May, 2019
events, and special events in Kathmandu,Nepal
• The World Bee Day is
and the Everest region.
celebrated every year
• Mount Everest is the world’s highest mountain
on May 20. It marks
above sea level with elevation of 8,848 m.
the birthday anniversary
of beekeeping pioneer
• It is known as Sagarmatha in Nepali and as
Anton Janša.
Chomolungma in Tibetan.
• The mountain was named as ‘Everest’ as a tribute
• The theme for World
to Sir George Everest, the Surveyor General of
Bee Day 2019 was
India from 1830 to 1843.
“Save the Bees”.
• The aim is to raise awareness about importance
of bees and pollinators, threats faced by them,
their contribution to sustainable development and
to acknowledge their role in ecosystem.

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
22 May, 2019
• The International Day for Biological Diversity
(IDB) is observed on 22 May 2019.

MISCELLANEOUS
MARATHON DANCING WORLD RECORD
5 May, 2018
• An 18-year old girl from Nepal named Bandana set
a Guinness World Records of+ ‘Longest Dancing
Marathon by an Individual.’

• She danced exclusively to Nepalese music
continuously for 126 hours (over five days).
• She broke record set by India’s Kalamandalam
Hemlatha, who danced continuously for 123 hours
and 15 minutes in 2011.

• The day is celebrated every year to increase
understanding and awareness about biodiversity
issues.
• For celebration of IBD 2019 the UN Biodiversity WORLD’S FIRST WOMAN TO CROSS
Convention partnered with Slow Food International. ATLANTIC OCEAN SOLO IN LSA
This partnership focuses on biodiversity as 15 May, 2019
foundation of our health and food systems.
• India’s Captain Aarohi Pandit became world’s
first woman to cross Atlantic Ocean (AO) solo
WORLD THYROID DAY
in a Light Sports Aircraft (LSA) named Mahi.

25 May, 2019

• Every year 25 May is
observed as World Thyroid
Day globally.
• World Thyroid Day was
established in 2008 to
emphasize prevalence of
thyroid diseases globally,
to increase awareness of
new treatment modalities and to focus on urgent
need for education and prevention programs.
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• Aarohi Pandit is a 23 year old commercial pilot and
LSA licence holder from Mumbai, Maharashtra.
• This one year-long global circumnavigation flight
was launched with her friend Captain Keithair
Misquitta on July 30 and both began their trip
in August 2018.

SPORTS
WORLD NUMBER ONE IN WOMEN’S 10M AIR RIFLE
3 May, 2019
• Indian shooting ace Apurvi
Chandela attained world
number one position in
women’s 10 metres Air
Rifle event.
• She held a world record
score of 252.9 and clinched
gold
at
International
Shooting Sport Federation
(ISSF) World Cup held at
New Delhi in February 2019.

FORMULA ONE SPANISH GP
13 May, 2019

• This was Mumbai Indians 4th Indian Premier
League (IPL) trophy and became first team to
do so.

WOMEN REFEREE FOR AFC CUP
16 May, 2019
• The Asian Football Confederation (AFC) recently
announced that for the first time in history an allfemale referee team will take charge of a Men’s
Continental Club Cup clash.
• For the first time in AFC history, three Japanese
female referees namely Naomi Teshirogi, Mokoto
Bozono and Yoshimi Yamashita will officiate a
men’s AFC Cup match.

• Lewis
Hamilton
won the Formula
One Spanish Grand
Prix at Circuit
APURVI CHANDELA WINS GOLD
de Catalunya, in
AT ISSF WORLD CUP RIFLE
Barcelona and the
Mercedes sealed its
27 May, 2019
fifth consecutive one-two finish.
• India’s
Apurvi
• This was the five-time and defending champion,
Chandela won gold
L. Hamilton’s 76th career victory.
in women’s 10m Air
Rifle at ISSF World
MUMBAI INDIANS WIN IPL 2019
Cup Rifle held in
Munich, Germany.
14 May, 2019
• This is Apurvi’s 2nd Shooting World Cup Gold
• Mumbai Indians won Indian Premier League title
of 2019 in Women’s 10m Air Rifle after the one
by defeating Chennai Super Kings (CSK) in final
she won with a world record score in New Delhi
at Hyderabad by 1 run.
in February.
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