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Current Events
1 May, 2020

On April 30, 2020, program YASH was launched 
by Department of Science and Technology. 

YASH is Year of Awareness on Science and Health.
The awareness is being created to focus on COVID-19.

AYURAKSHA

1 May, 2020 

The All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA) 
organized AYURAKSHA Programme under the 

Ministry of AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha 
and Homeopathy). 

The program aimed to maintain the health of front-
line workers of COVID-19. 
It was a joint venture of AIIA and Delhi Police  and 
was titled AYURAKSHA “Corona Se Jung—Delhi 
Police Ke Sang”.

IntERnAtIonAl AStRonomY DAY

2 May, 2020

Every year, International Astronomy Day is 
celebrated twice a year, once on September 26 

and other on May 2.

On this day, astronomical institutions, planetariums 
and museums organise fun-filled activities and spread 
awareness about the world of astronomy.
The first International Astronomy Day was celebrated 
in 1973. It was started by the then President of 
Astronomical Association of northern California.

“onE nAtIon onE RAtIon CARD” 

2 May, 2020

On May 1, 2020, the Ministry of Consumer 
Affairs, Food and Public Distribution approved 

the integration of five States and Union Territories 
under “One Nation One Ration Card”. 

These states include Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 
Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu and 
Himachal Pradesh.

WoRlD tUnA DAY 

2 May, 2020 

Every year, World Tuna Day is observed by the 
United Nations to spread the importance of 

conservation of the Tuna Fish species.

The tuna and tuna-like species are economically 
important for both developing and developed 
countries.
The United Nations passed a resolution in 2016 and 
the World Tuna Day is being observed since 2017.
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mAgnEtoSpHERE StUDIED  

2 May, 2020

The Indian Scientists at the Indian Institute of 
Geomagnetism has developed fluid simulation 

code to study electric field structure in the 
magnetosphere of the earth.

The study will help to plan the future space missions. 
The study will also lead to control fusion experiments 
to fulfill ever-expanding energy demands.

IntERnAtIonAl FIREFIgHtERS DAY

4 May, 2020 

Every year, International Firefighters Day is 
observed on May 4. 

The day is commemorated to recognise the sacrifices 
of firefighters.
The day also creates awareness to make sure the 
environment and communities are as safe as possible.

ARogYA SEtU mItR 

4 May, 2020

Under the public-private partnership, the initiative 
called Arogya Setu Mitr was launched.

The feature is to be available in the Arogya Setu 
application. It is to offer free COVID-19 related 
consultation.

loCKDoWn 3.0

4 May, 2020 

On May 4, 2020, the third phase of Lockdown 
began all over India. The Ministry of Home 

Affairs had issued relaxations in lower risk districts.

Under Lockdown 3.0, travel by road is prohibited 
all over India. 
The educational institutes, schools and training 
institutes are to remain closed all over the country. 
The hospitality sector that includes restaurants and 
hotels are also to remain closed.
Public, political or religious gatherings are prohibited. 
Movement of people between 7 pm and 7 am for 
non-essential activities are prohibited.

2021 CommonWEAltH YoUtH gAmES poStponED

5 May, 2020

The 2021 Commonwealth Youth Games is being 
postponed to 2023 as it faced clash of dates 

with the Tokyo Olympics.
The Tokyo Olympics that was scheduled to be held 
from July 23 to August 8, 2020, was postponed by 
a year.
The 17th Commonwealth Youth Games were to 
be held between August 1 and August 7, 2021 in 
Tobago and Trinidad.

WoRlD AStHmA DAY

5 May, 2020

Every year, on May 5, World Asthma Day is 
organised by Global Initiative for Asthma. It 

aims to increase awareness about asthma.
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The day is observed on first Tuesday of May every 
year. The World Asthma Day is observed under the 
theme ‘Enough Asthma Deaths.’
According to the WHO, around 235 million people 
are suffering from asthma all over the world.

ISRAEl InStItUtE oF BIologICAl RESEARCH ISolAtES 
CoVID-19 AtIBoDY
5 May, 2020 

The Israel Institute of Biological Research has 
isolated the key COVID-19 antibody.

The “monoclonal neutralizing antibody” developed 
by the institute is reported to neutralize COVID-19 
virus inside the infected person.
The scientists believe that the antibody can possibly 
be the antidote that can be used in the treatment of 
COVID-19. 

“SAmUDRA SEtU”

6 May, 2020 

On May 5, 2020, the Indian Navy launched 
Operation Samudra Setu to bring back the Indians 

that are stranded in Maldives. 

They are stranded in the foreign land due to the 
grounding of airlines. Samudra Setu means Sea 
Bridge. 

“VAnDHE BHARAt mISSIon”

7 May, 2020

On May 7, 2020, the Government of India is to 
begin “Vandhe Bharat Mission”.

The mission is considered as one of the biggest 
evacuation exercise.
 The Vandhe Bharat Mission aims at bringing stranded 
Indians from all over the world. 
More than 14,800 Indians are stranded abroad.

The mission also aims at operating non-scheduled 
commercial flights.

mUStAFA Al KADHImI., nEW pm oF IRAq

7 May, 2020 

Mustafa Al Kadhimi was chosen as the first 
Iraq Prime Minister after Adel Abdul Mahdi 

resigned in November 2019. 

On May 7, 2020, Iraq parliament voted to choose 
Mustafa Kadhimi as the new Prime Minister of Iraq.

StYREnE gAS lEAK In VIzAg

7 May, 2020

Styrene gas leaked from LG Polymers Plant in 
Vishakhapatnam. The tragedy claimed 11 lives.

The Styrene gas leak from a South Korean electronics 
giant LG has claimed lives of at least 11 people and 
affected more than 1000 residents. 
The plant was located about 15 km from the coastal 
city of Vizag.
The changes in temperature inside a storage tank 
resulted in leak. Around 5 villages were affected.

WoRlD tHAlASSEmIA DAY 

8 May, 2020 

Every year, World Thalassemia Day is observed 
on May 8.

It aims to create awareness about Thalassemia and 
avoid the disease from transmitting to other people.

WASHABlE mASKS CREAtED

8 May, 2020 

The Startup of IIT Delhi has found an anti-
microbial face mask that can be washed and 

reused for 50 times. 
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The Nanosafe Solutions at IIT Delhi has developed 
the masks to fight against COVID-19.
The NSAFE face mask provides 99.2% of bacterial 
filtration. This is the first fabric-based face mask 
that is anti-microbial and washable.

tIgER popUlAtIon InCREASES

8 May, 2020

On May 7, 2020, the Bengal Forest Ministry 
announced that the number of Royal Bengal 

Tigers in the Sundarbans has increased to 96 according 
to the census conducted for the year 2019-2020.
With the numbers reaching 96, there has been a big 
leap. The tigers are healthy according to the video 
footages of the forest department.

WoRlD mIgRAtoRY DAY 

9 May, 2020

Every year, the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) marks the World Migratory 

Day on May 9.

It is an annual campaign that creates awareness 
about the need to conserve migratory birds and 
their habitats.
This year the day is being celebrated under the theme  
‘Birds Connect Our World.’
The World Migratory Day was first introduced in 
2006 at the Convention on the Conservation of 
Migratory Species of Wild Animals.

mISSIon SAgAR

10 May, 2020 

On May 10, 2020, the Government of India 
has launched “Mission Sagar”, an outreach 

programme amidst COVID-19 pandemic.

The mission aims at providing food items, Ayurvedic 
medicines related to COVID-19, HCQ tablets to 
Maldives, Madagascar, Seychelles and Comoros.

nAtIonAl tECHnologY DAY 

11 May, 2020 

Every year, National Technology Day is observed 
on May 11, 1974 in order to remind India’s 

technological advancements.

This year the day is being observed under the theme  
‘Focusing on Rebooting the Economy through Science 
and Technology.’

IntERnAtIonAl nURSE DAY 

12 May, 2020

Every year, May 12 is commemorated as 
International Nurse Day.

The birth anniversary of Florence Nightingale is 
celebrated as the International Nurse Day. 
This year the day is celebrated under the theme  
‘Nurses: A Voice to lead—Nursing the World to 
Health.’
This year 2020 is celebrated as the Year of Nurse 
and Midwife as it is the 200th birth anniversary of 
Florence Nightingale.

HoogHlY pollUtED BY FlY ASH BARgES

12 May, 2020

The fisheries organization and environmental 
experts flag serious threats to the ecology of 

Indian Sundarbans as the fly ash filled barges are 
sinking and capsizing in Hooghly river.
The vessels that sunk in the river are threatening 
the local fishes and other aquatic biodiversity. This 
in turn is affecting lives of thousands of fisheries.
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“AtmA nIRBHAR BHARAt ABHIYAn”

13 May, 2020

On May 12, 2020, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
announced a new scheme called “Atma Nirbhar 

Bharat Abhiyan”.

Under the new scheme, 20 lakh  crore of package 
has been announced.
The package will also focus on strengthening local 
markets and supply chains.

IntERnAtIonAl DAY oF lIgHt

16 May, 2020

Every year, on May 16, International Day of Light 
is celebrated by UNESCO.

The day is being celebrated to mark the first successful 
operation of LASER in 1960.
The first successful LASER operation was done by 
an engineer and physicist Theodore Maiman.

BUnDESlIgA oF gERmAnY

18 May, 2020

The Bundesliga of Germany becomes the world’s 
first major sports event to resume after COVID-19 

lockdown.
Though the sports events are beginning, they will 
not be played the same way. 
The Bundesliga games began with empty stadium.

WoRlD BEE DAY 

20 May, 2020 

Every year May 20 is being celebrated as World 
Bee Day by the United Nations. 

The World Bee Day is celebrated to commemorate 
the birthday of Slovenian apiculture pioneer Anton 
Jansa. 
This year, the World Bee Day is celebrated under 
the theme ‘Save the Bees.’

IntERnAtIonAl tEA DAY

21 May, 2020 

Every year, on May 21, the United Nations observes 
International Tea Day.

The resolution to celebrate International Tea Day 
was adopted in 2019 by the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organization.
The International Tea Day is being celebrated since 
2005 in major tea producing countries of the world.
It aims to draw the attention of citizens and 
governments about the impact of global tea trade.
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IntERnAtIonAl DAY FoR BIologICAl DIVERSItY 

22 May, 2020 

Every year, on May 22, the International Day for 
Biological Diversity is marked by the United 

Nations. The day highlights the biodiversity issues.

This year, the day is being celebrated under the 
theme ‘Our Solutions are in Nature.’
The theme emphasizes on solidarity, hope and 
importance of working together to build future of 
life in harmony with nature.

InDIA SEConD lARgESt pRoDUCER oF ppE KItS

22 May, 2020 

On May 21, 2020, India became the second largest 
producer of Personal Protective Equipment in 

the world.

China is the leading producer of PPE in the world.

India is now producing 2.06 lakh PPE kits every 
day. This is the maximum capacity of the country.

mISSIlE pARK CAllED “AgnEEpRAStHA”

29 May, 2020 

On May 29, 2020, the foundation stone for a 
missile park called “Agneeprastha” was laid 

at INS Kalinga.

The missile park is to be dedicated to officers, sailors 
and other support staff that have served in support 
of INS Kalinga.

The Park is to operate on solar power. A 2 MW 
Solar Photo voltaic plant was commissioned at INS 
Kalinga as well.

BIRtH oF plAnEt WItnESSED

31 May, 2020 

The SPHERE instrument of the Very Large 
Telescope has captured the birth of new planet 

in the AB Aurigae star system recently. 

This is the first time in human history the birth of 
a star is being witnessed.

EARtH lIKE plAnEt DISCoVERED

31 May, 2020 

On May 30, 2020, the international team of 
scientists confirmed the existence of the planet 

that is of the size of the earth. 


